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SUBJECT: CONTACTS WITH THE PRG 

REF: STATE 051556; ROME 2257; STATE 062096 

1. ROME REFTEL REPORTED MARCH 15 STATEMENT BEFORE CHAMBER 
OF DEPUTIES BY ITALIAN FONMIN MEDICI WHICH IMPLIED INCREASED 
ITALIAN CONTACTS WITH PRG. ( BETTER TRANSLATION OF MEDICI' S 
REMARKS WHICH SHOULD BE SUBSTITUTED FOR ROME REFTEL TEXT IS: QUOTE 
ALTHOUGH RECOGNITION OF THE PRG IS IN OBVIOUS CONTRAST WITH THE 
PARIS ACCORDS, NOTHING HINDERS US FROM MAINTAINING WITH EVERY- 
ONE OPPORTUNE CONTACTS TO COLLABORATE BETTER IN THE REAL APPLI- 
CATION OF THE TRUCE AND THE CIVIL DEVELOPMENT OF FREE AND DEMO- 
CRATIC ELECTIONS. END QUOTE. 

2. ON APRIL 2 THE AMBASSADOR CONVEYED OUR CONCERN TO MEDICI. 

THE AMBASSADOR STATED THAT USG STRONGLY OPPOSES NOT ONLY 
ANY MOVE TOWARD RECOGNITION OF THE PRG, BUT ALSO ANY INCREASED 
CONTACTS WITH IT OR ANY ACTIVITIES WHICH MIGHT ENHANCE APPEARANCE 
OF PRG LEGITIMACY. 

3. ON APRIL 3, UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM FONMIN MEDICI, MINISTRY’ S 
DIRECTOR OF ASIAN AFFAIRS CONVEYED TO US MEDICI' S RESPONSE TO 
AMBASSADOR' S DEMARCHE AS FOLLOWS: 

( A) THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS NO INTENTION OF INITIATING ANY 
CONTACTS WITH THE PRG; 

( B) MEDICI' S REFERENCE TO POSSIBLE CONTACTS WITH PRG IN HIS STATEMENT 
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WAS DESIGNED AS SOP TO PARLIAMENTARY LEFTISTS WHO HAD BEEN 
CLAMORING FOR ITALIAN RECOGNITION OF PRG WHICH MEDICI HAD CATEGORI 
CALLY RULED OUT; 

( C) HOWEVER, MEDICI WISHED AMBASSADOR TO UNDERSTAND THAT SHOULD 
PRG 

PERSONALITIES APPEAR IN ITALY IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO AVOID THEIR 
HAVING SOME CONTACT WITH ITALIAN OFFICIALS, POSSIBLY INCLUD- 
ING MEDICI HIMSELF. 

4. ON APRIL 3 A THREE- MAN PRG DELEGATION HEADED BY SO- CALLED 
MINISTER 

OF STATE NGUIEN VAN HIEU, DESCRIBED AS CHIEF OF PRG DELEGATION IN 
PARIS, 

ARRIVED IN ROME, REPORTEDLY AT INVITATION OF ITALY/ VIETNAM COMMITTEE. 
ON APRIL 4 WE MADE SEPARATE APPROACHES TO FOREIGN MINISTRY VICE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND PRIME MINISTER' S 
DIPLOMATIC 

ADVISOR REMINDING THEM OF MEDICI' S ASSURANCES TO AMBASSADOR RE 
ITALIAN 

CONTACTS WITH PRG. BOTH OFFICIALS RESPONDED THAT PRG 
REPRESENTATIVES 

HAD BEEN ADMITTED TO ITALY FOR VISIT TO VATICAN AND WOULD NOT REPEAT 
NOT HAVE ANY CONTACTS WITH ANY MEMBER OF THE GOVERNMENT. BOTH 
DIPLOMAT 
IC 

ADVISOR AND VICE DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT PRG OFFICIALS COULD BE RECEIVED BY PARLIAMENTARIANS AND 
OTHER ITALIAN POLITICAL FIGURES, BUT BOTH REITERATED THAT NO RPT NO 
MEMBER OF GOVERNMENT WOULD SEE THEM. ( PRESS APRIL 5 IN FACT 
STATED VAN HIEU WAS RECEIVED APRIL 5 BY PSI ALESSANDRO PERTINI, 
PRESIDENT OF CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES). 

5. VATICAL OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED APRIL 4 THAT HE UNAWARE OF 
POSSIBILITY OF ANY MEETING BETWEEN PRG DELEGATION AND POPE OR OTHER 
VATICAN OFFICIALS. ( COMMENT: THIS PHRASEOLOGY WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT 
PRECLUDE AUDIENCE WITH POPE OR OTHER CONTACT WITH VATICAN OFFICIALS 
WHICH MIGHT BE SCHEDULED LATER.) 

6. ILLING MADE STRONG REPRESENTATION BASED ON STATE 1 S 051556 AT 
VATICAN ( GASPARI ) ON EVENING APRIL 4. GASPARI SHOWED ANNOYANCE AT 
PRESS SPECULATION RE PAPAL AUDIENCE FOR VAN HIEU, AND ASSURED ILLING 
NO PAPAL OR OTHER HIGH LEVEL MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE. HE DID NOT 
EXCLUDE CONTACTS AT LOWER LEVEL, BUT HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY SUCH 
CON- 
TACTS HAVING BEEN SCHEDULED. VOLPE 
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